THE  SUN   AND   THE  SERPENT

at any other conclusion than that the Nagas
of the epic poems were the Asuras, Dasyus,
Daityas, Danavas, and Serpas, of the Rig Veda.
And it seems scarcely less certain that the
serpent-worshipping people, to whom these
epithets were applied, were of the same race as
the tribes represented by the Azi and the sons
of Danu, of the Zend A vesta.

The rugged country of Afghanistan was prob-
ably the scene of most of the conflicts with the
Ahi. Indeed the mountains, so frequently
alluded to in the Rig Veda, could only have
been met with before the Aryas or Devas crossed
the Indus.

We shall see later that Kabulistan was ruled
by serpent chiefs in the early days of the Persian
empire; that the rulers of the neighbouring state
of Ghor, down to the time of the Mohammedan
invasion, claimed descent from the same race;
and that, until the conversion of the people to
the faith of Islam, the Naga demigods were the
popular deities everywhere between Kabul and
the Indus.

We learn from the Satapatha Brahmana that
Vritra was a serpent and a Danava.1

We   learn   too   from   the   Mahabharata, that

tribes of fierce Danavas, who were invincible in

battle,   and   were   known   as   Kalakeyas, were

1 Satapatha Brahmana, S.B.E., i, 6, 3, 9.
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